A MOORISH PILGRIMAGE
TOUR THE ARCHITECTURE, CULTURE AND CUISINE OF MOORISH SPAIN

16 to 27 October
Be captivated by the beauty, charm and Moorish architecture of Andalucía on this escorted adventure, led by writer and
former Spanish resident Dr. John Newton
THE BACKGROUND: Andalucía, or El Andalus as it was known to the Moors, was shaped by 700 years of Muslim rule
during the middle ages, a heritage still evident today in its distinctive Spanish architecture, cuisine, philosophy and
science. From the 8th Century when, under the rule of the Umayyad dynasty, Cordóba was the most powerful city in
Medieval Europe to the last days of Moorish rule in Granada in the 15th Century, we’ll journey through this mystical age
when Cordóba was the artistic, scientific and cultural centre of the known world.
THE TOUR: Smell the scent of rosemary and myrtle in the countryside and watch the sun set in Alhambra as we explore
the magical and mysterious Moorish presence in Spain. Along the way, we’ll visit off-the-beaten-track towns and
quaint villages (including the only Jewish town in Moorish Spain). Be stunned by the beauty of palaces, mosques and
monuments, amidst the hinterland of olives and oak forests that define the Andalusian experience. We’ll wander through
the Islamic, Jewish and Christian legacy of that time, visiting world heritage buildings such as the church of San Simón in
Toledo, the magnificent Alhambra palace in Granada and the Mesquita and Madinat al-Zahra in Córdoba.
THE FOOD AND THE FUN: Join us on a more-ish exploration of Moorish, Sephardic Jewish and Spanish culinary
traditions. We’ll sip wine in the little known region of Montilla-Moriles (outside Spain) where winemaking practices date
back to the 8th Century. And there’ll be plenty of time to shop for chic Spanish fashions, discover hidden gems and
artefacts and hunt for the tastiest tapas on tour. History, food, wine, shopping. And fun! What’s not to love?
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TOUR PRICES (AUD)
$6,200

Per person, twin share (airfares extra)

$1,000

Want your own room? Single supplement*

* If you are travelling alone and wish to share a room we will endeavour to
match you with another single participant.
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Make your own way to Madrid and the hotel
(we can arrange your flights, trains or transfers
for you).

Da y Four

Dr.JOHN NEWTON
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Da y One

YOUR TEAM

Make your way to the vibrant
city of Madrid for welcome
drinks & Meet up.

Our Australian guide is Dr. John Newton, a writer and
former Spanish resident.
John’s passion and deep connection for Spain seeps
through the exhilarating journeys he leads.
John will be joined by expert local guides, only to ready
to share their insider photography spots and the best
local eateries.
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ANTHEA
JACKSON
Founder and Owner of Travel Your Way, Anthea Jackson is
the person who coordinates and ensures the trip
runs smoothly.
She loves sharing her advice, knowledge and creativity to
make sure you have the trip you’ve been dreaming about.

Da y Two + Three
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Tonight join John for a welcome drink and
group briefing before dinner.
We can arrange your flight from Australia
or other embarkation points, your
transfers and any pre-tour travel you’d
like to do before arriving. Let us know your plans.

Here we will see architectural examples of the
unique cultural synergy such as the El Transito
Synagogue and San Román Church. We will also
visit El Greco House and Museum, the perfect
introduction to probably the most widely and
best known Spanish painter, sculpture and
architect of the Spanish Renaissance.
Afterwards your time is free to roam the ancient
and winding streets of the city, pausing for
refreshment and watching the city turn golden
in the setting sun.

This is our longest drive through peaceful
countryside, scattered towns to Andalusia and
our next adventure at Córdoba, the most opulent
of Moorish cities when it was the largest city
in Europe.
Along the way see the Windmills of Consuegra,
of Don Quixote fame. On arrival a visit to the
Mesquita, an immense mosque dating from
8th Century, a truly remarkable building featuring
a vast column prayer hall, and now incongruously
housing a 17th Century cathedral.

We’ll explore a religious
melting pot and renaissance
artist meca.
Today we catch the train to the walled city
of Toledo in Central Spain where we spend
the next two nights. After settling into our
accommodation we explore this fascinating city,
known in medieval times as the city of three
cultures, a place where Muslims, Jewish and
Christian communities lived in harmony.

We’ll drive through peaceful
countryside, explore 17th
Century cathedral, and explore
dazzling whitewashed houses,
trendy cafes and bars.
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Afterwards a guided tour of the Jewish Quarter,
a maze of twisting streets, dazzling whitewashed
houses, modern and ancient shops and colourful
bars and cafes. The rest of the afternoon is free
to let you explore the city independently or relax
at the Hammam Al Andalus Arab Baths for a few
hours before we dine together at the city’s finest
Shephardic restaurant.

We travel a short distance to Madinat-al-Zahra,
the ruins of an immense fortified palace-city built
by Moorish King Abdu’r Rahman III on top of a
hillside outside of Cordoba. Thanks to some careful
evacuation and restoration, the beauty of the
palaces, gardens, pools and mosques are once
again visible.

Da y Seven

Our next stop is Castillo de Almodóvar del Río, a
Berber castle begun in the year 760. The Berbers
were the first wave of Muslims to invade and drive
out the Visigoths.
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Da y Six
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Back in Córdoba we visit Julio Romero de Torres
Museum, a former hospital, now museum devoted to
much loved local artist Julio Romeo de Torres, famed
for his painting of Andulucian females beauty.

Enjoy a local wine tasting.
Today we journey south to Montilla-Morilles, known
for its winemaking. We enjoy a tasting of the local
specialty in one of the town’s bodegas before retiring
for an early lunch.
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Today we travel to Úbeda, one of the first cities
to fall to Ferdinand and Isabella as they marched
south to expel the Moors.
Elegant and sophisticated, Úbeda is and one of
the best example of Renaissance architecture
in Spain.
En-route we will visit the imposing fortresses of
both Alcaudete and Alcalá la Real to learn more
about the interaction of Moor and Christian
architecture, history and culture. B, D.
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Da y Nine
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Da y Eight

Da y Five
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Explore the ruins of an
immence fortified palace-city.

View some of the best examples
of Renaissance architecture in
all of Spain.
Take a break from the road and explore the
magnificent buildings of Úbeda with a local guide
visiting the impressive Palacio de las Cardenas,
one of the finest examples of Renaissance
architecture in the world and the private chapel
of Francisco de los Cobos, secretary to the
Emperor Charles V, the most ambitious private
chapel of all the Spanish Renaissance.

Today we travel to the famed city of Granada, the
last Moorish city to fall to the Christians. Located
at the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountains,
Granada is packed with Moorish architecture,
great tapas bars and natural beauty. En-route a
short optional detour to nearby town of Viznar for
aficionados of the poet and play write Federico
García Lorca.

Your afternoon is free to explore the city
independently and take advantage of the
fabulous shopping opportunities.

Then its on to Lucena, remarkable for being the only
completely Jewish town in Moorish times.
Here we visit the Castillo del Moral and Museo
Arqueológico y Etnológico to learn more of the
town’s unique history.
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On arrival, we take a short walk to one of the
ancient Cisterns before taking a walking tour of the
Moorish Quarter of the Albaicin. In the afternoon we
explore many of Ganada’s best kept secret places
and gardens such the Arab Baths (Baños Arabes
de Granada), Bodegas Castañeda and Carmen de
los Martires, a world heritage garden with fabulous
views over Granada.
After dinner why not head to one of the small
flamenco taverns around the city.

Da y El even
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Da y Twelve

The lingering Moorish influence is reflected in the
exotic place names, traditional artisan crafts, flat
roofed Moroccan style villages and thriving Sufi
community in the market down of Orgiva.
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Here we will hear a talk on Sufism and its
message of tolerance - the perfect bookend to
our examination of Moorish Spain and its culture.

We’ll explore imposing
fortresses built in the 13th
and 14th centuries.
This morning we will be met by our expert guide and
taken on a tour of the magnificent Alhambra, the
imposing Moorish palace and fortress built in the 13
and 14th Centuries by the Nazari kings.
The afternoon is spent at Carmen de los Martires,
a peaceful garden, offering splendid views of the
city. Hard to imagine it was once a fortress where
captured Christian soldiers were held prisoner in
dungeons tunneled within the rocks.
We’ll enjoy a final dinner at one of the city’s
finest restaurants.
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Adiós Amigos.
Sadly it is time to say adiós (farewell). We’ll get
you to Granada airport or railway station and
help you plan your itinerary from here.

This tour can easily be extended
by adding on more self-paced
adventures or other group tours
before or after this tour.
Chat to Anthea for more details.

We will be resting in locally owned boutique
hotels known for their charm and comfort. All
hotels offer private facilities and wi-fi internet
access.
Restaurants have been chosen to reflect the
diverse flavours of Moorish Spain and include
Sephardic Mozarab and modern Spanish
cuisine with a strong historical link back to
Moorish Spain.

Pricing & Packa ge Inclusions
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A day excursion to the Las Alpujarras, a region
known for its monolithic mountain scenery and
being the last refuge of the Moors.
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Food & Accommodation
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Be enthralled by monolithic
mountain scenery.

Tour price includes:
•

11 nights accommodation with private.
facilities.

•

11 breakfasts, 10 dinners, 1 lunch.

•

Entrance fees, and walking tours as per
the itinerary.

•

Train from Madrid to Toledo.

•

Private air conditioned coach transport
from Day 3 to 11.

•

Australian guide.

•

Government taxes.

•

Gratuities for local guides and driver.

price does not include:
•

Airport transfers except where indicated.

•

Items of a personal nature, including
telephone, laundry etc.

•

Travel insurance.

•

Porterage.

price structure (AUD):
$6,200 Per person, twin share land only

Travel & Visas

Da y Ten
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Getting there.
British airways, Emirates and Cathay Pacific
offer flights from Sydney to Madrid.
Visas are not required for holders of Australian,
New Zealand, USA and Canadian passports.

$1,000 Want your own room? Add $1,000
* If you are travelling alone and wish to share a
room we will endeavour to match you with another
single participant.

